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AI.ASKA SAR DACII.lTY OCEAN AND ICE DATA OI)lY)R’I’UNl”l’l  l;S OVER TJIE
NliXT DI~CAI>E

l~rank  Carscy,  California lnsti!utc  of ‘1’cchno]ogy,  Jet Propulsion 1,abora[ory,  Pasackma CA
91109, USA (f(lc@~]>:icific.j]  >l.]~as~i.  gov)

and

(krl Wales, University of Alaska l::lirl~:ll]ks,-Al:]sk:t  SAR }iacility,  l’airbanks,  AK 99775
(cwalcs@ ii:~s.i[l~:igc.s.:ll;  tsk:~.c(l  u)

“l”hc Alaska SAR I;acility  (ASl~) is currently procmsing  data from 4 sa[dli[cs, ERS - 1 and -2
ilown by IRA, JM{S-1 fk)WIl by NASDA of ]ap:in> and RAl IARSAT jlown  by (3A. All
of these gcncratc  SAR data uscfu] for kc obscrvatims and 3 of thcm gcnmitc data useful
for ocean observations (JERS- 1 is not at an optimal incidcncc  angle for typical ocean
backscattcr).  The data sets from these sa[cl]itcs arc available to approved LJS and other
investigators al[hough  the approval mechanisms arc diffcmnl.  Over Ihc ncxl 5 years 2
additional satcllitm will bc addd to tl]is total, 1 iN VI SA7’ from INA ad Al .OS from Japan,
aI~d thcsr,  satc]l  itc.s can-y .SAR ins[rumcnts of incrcascd capabi  1 i [ y for ocean and icc
observations, ID particular, ASAR on ENVISA’1’ will provide both 1 If I and VV
l~ol:t]i~,:][iolls”  from a varic,[y  of incidcl~cc  ang]cs atld swath widths at C-band while VSAR
on A1.OS will provide fully polarimctric  data at 1.-band. A lJS free-flying satc]li[c,
1.ightSAR,  is a]so under discussion for this timdramc. Wc will discuss the anticipad
situation for access 10 these data sc,[s 13y Il)c scicmtific  community, and wc will spcxulatc  on
wh:it  tbc, major occanograpbic  applications may bc.


